Broads Authority

Broads Local Access Forum

Minutes of the meeting held on 12 July 2005

Present

Dr Keith Bacon (Vice Chairman in the Chair)

	Ms Liz Brooks
	Mr Laurie Ritchie

	Mr Robin Buxton 
	Mr Ray Walpole

	Mr Michael Crook
	Mr Chris Wright

	Mr Tony Howes
	Mr Chris Yardley


In Attendance

	Mr David Coleman, Norfolk Local Access Forum

	Mr Guy Cooper, Environment Agency

	Mr Dominic Doble, Access Strategy Co-ordinator, Norfolk County    

Council

	Mr Robert Haworth, Senior Administrative Officer

	Ms Elish Rothney, Countryside Ranger

	Mr Nick Sanderson, Head Ranger (Countryside)

	Mr Gary Watson, Coastal Geomorphologist, North Norfolk District Council


44
Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Mr Graham Downing, Mrs Sue Goldsmith, Mr Keith Heazle, Mr George Saunders and Mr Mark Wells.   

45
Minutes

Subject to the addition in minute 40, of a reference to ramblers being hindered by the works at New Mills, the minutes of the meeting held on 15 March 2005 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  

46
Points Arising from the Minutes

(1)
Minute 30: Canoeing on the River Waveney

The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that following his meeting with two consultants from the Countryside Agency, they had continued their work to formalise canoeing access between Outney Common in Bungay and Geldeston Locks.  This had, however, thrown up issues with local Anglers. The consultants would be meeting representatives of the Anglers Group to see if they could overcome their objections.

(2)
Minute 31: Norfolk Rights of Way Improvement Plan: Response from Norfolk County Council

Mr Doble reported that he was currently in the process of undertaking a major editing job on the plan and a revised draft would be considered by a Review Panel consisting of County Council members in September.  Following this the final draft would be produced for the formal consultation exercise which was likely to happen sometime in the winter.

(3)
Minute 34: Angling Slipway Strategy

The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that a revised Angling Slipway Strategy was being worked on and it was hoped that it would be published shortly.

(4)
Minute 37: Access to the Water – Draft Letter to Alun Michael

The Senior Administrative officer reported that the Chairman had delayed sending the letter alluded to in the minute pending the outcome of the election and the appointment of a new Minister. Mr Jim Knight, Parliamentary Secretary (Commons) (Rural Affairs, Landscape and Biodiversity) would have responsibility for National Parks. The Chairman was hoping to have a meeting with him shortly and consequently had not sent the letter. The Chairman would update the Forum at the next meeting. 

(5)
Minute 38: Public Communication

The Senior Administrative Officer reported that the Chairman’s initiative to establish an independent website for the Local Access Forum had been initially delayed as it appeared that advise would be issued from Defra/Countryside Agency concerning the status of Local Access Forums in relation to their establishing bodies. This would have implications for whether an independent website would be appropriate or not. However it became apparent that this advise would be delayed and consequently the Chief Executive had approved the necessary funding for an independent Local Access Forum website.

The Chairman had been in discussion with Mr Housden, the Broads Authority’s Head of Information Technology. There would be a number of practical advantages of having the Local Access Forum website being a part of the new Broads Authority website not least in terms of maintaining and updating information on it. The Authority was in the process of letting the contract for the development of the new website which it was hoped would be operational by the winter.

The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that under the terms of Sections 24,25 and 26 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act, the Broads Authority, as the relevant authority, would be developing electronic forms on its website to enable landowners /managers to apply for relevant restrictions and exclusions of land. 

(6)
Minute 39: Formal Opening of the Wherryman’s Way

Mr Walpole moved that the Forum should congratulate the Countryside Ranger Team for the excellent events which took place at the opening of the Wherryman’s Way. It had been a wonderful day and people had really appreciated what was done. This was agreed.

Mr Walpole also suggested that measures should be taken to build on the success of the opening of the Wherryman’s Way. In particular he felt that there was scope to develop the north bank of the Wherryman’s Way. He used the leg from Reedham Ferry to Thorpe Mashes as a specific example. Whether it was still possible to access E.U. funding could be explored. Secondly he suggested that there might be the possibility of having an annual race between runners and canoeists in the tradition of “Billy Bluelight.”  The Head Ranger (Countryside) indicated that he would consider these suggestions.

(7)
Minute 42: Sale of Horning Vicarage

The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that the sale (including the Staithe was going ahead) and that consequently there would be no public mooring.

47
Kelling to Lowestoft Ness Shoreline Management Plan
The Forum considered a report by the Senior Administrative Officer and a detailed presentation by Mr Cooper from the Environment Agency and Mr Watson from North Norfolk District Council. The presentation built on the site visit earlier in the day when the sea defences at Sea Palling had been viewed. Mr Cooper and Mr Watson provided more information about the background to Shoreline Management Plans in general and the recent consultation process in particular. The Anglian Coastal Authorities Group had received 2,430 responses to the consultation exercise and these were in the process of being evaluated and a response would be issued in due course. Following the consultation exercise it is anticipated that a final Shoreline Management Plan will be presented to the Operating Authorities by September.  The Shoreline Management Plan would be reviewed every five to ten years.

The Forum expressed their thanks to Mr Cooper and Mr Watson for a very interesting presentation that had been both informative and stimulating.

RESOLVED

to note the report.

48
Open Access to the Sea

The Senior Administrative Officer reported that unfortunately Mr Bruce Cutts from the Countryside Agency, who was to have given a presentation on this issue, had had to attend an emergency meeting in Bristol and consequently could not be present. A copy of Mr Cutts’ presentation was circulated to members (copy in the minute book). Mr Cutts had indicated that he would be happy to deal with any questions arising and the Senior Administrative Officer undertook to circulate Mr Cutts details to members.

49
Suffolk Rights of Way Improvement Plan
The Forum considered a report by the Senior Administrative Officer. He reported that the Chairman had also made some comments in respect of the draft assessment report and that these had been forwarded to Mr Peter Tilley Suffolk County Council’s Access Development Officer.

RESOLVED

to note the report 

50
Broads Authority Recreational Access Development Plan: An Outline Approach

The Forum considered a report by the Head Ranger (Countryside) which summarised the context and outline approach to the development of a Recreational Access Improvement Plan for the Broads Authority.  He indicated that he was at the stage of information gathering and that this would include consultation through a questionnaire with key Stakeholder Groups as set out in paragraph 5.1 of the report. It was suggested that the Local Access Forums for Norfolk and Suffolk should be included as well as Norwich City Council. This was agreed.

The Head Ranger (Countryside) stated that it was his intention to use the Forum to advise on the development of the Plan.

RESOLVED

to note the report 

51
Access to Water

(1) 
Letter to the Minister
An update on this issue had been provided in the points arising from the minutes of the previous meeting.

(2) 
Letter from the British Canoe Union
The Senior Administrative Officer reported that a letter had been received from Tamsin Phipps who was involved with the British Canoe Union’s Rivers Access Campaign.  The Campaign was highlighting the fact that river users, not just canoeists but swimmers, boaters, gorge walkers and rowers were restricted to using rivers where there was undisputed access or where restrictive permission had been granted. This meant, according to the Campaign, that there was no access to 98% of rivers in England and Wales. The Campaign was seeking to highlight the situation particularly in the light of Alun Michaels’ letter in September 2004 which had highlighted the fact that access to water was an issue and that further consideration needed to be given to the role of Forums in this respect.

Ms Phipps would be attending the Forum’s next meeting in September to give a presentation.

(3) 
Access for Canoes at New Mills
The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that he had had a conversation with the Waterways Safety Officer who had indicated that there was not an issue. However, according to Mr Wright it now seemed that the footpath could be closed for up to two years. In order for it to be opened Norwich City Council would need to cover the cost of necessary fencing. Consequently the British Canoe Union was waiting for a response from the City Council with regard to its intentions. It appeared there was little the Forum could do at this stage.

The Forum noted the report.

52
Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Local Access Forum will be held on Tuesday 13 September at 2pm at the King of Hearts, Norwich.  

(This meeting has subsequently been rescheduled to take place on Tuesday 11 October at 2pm in the Colegate Room at the King of Hearts, Fye Bridge Street, Norwich.)

The subsequent scheduled meetings of the Forum are:

           Tuesday 13 December 2005

           Tuesday 14 March 2006

           Tuesday 20 June 2006

All meetings are scheduled to commence at 2pm.

The meeting concluded at 5pm.
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